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                                     TEXAS RETIRED TEACHER FOUNDATION REPORT 

     First of all, my term on the TRTF Board of Trustees has ended.  I am so thankful for the 

�me and experience from these years of service.  I con�nue to be dedicated to the vision 

of this Founda�on and am pleased to con�nue to serve in a local capacity.  Thank you for 

your support of me and TRTF during this �me.  

     However, it is with great pleasure that I tell you that Maridell Fryar has accepted a posi�on on the 

board.  The TRTA board approves proposed members from the Founda�on.  Three names were submi"ed 

for two posi�ons.  The TRTA Board was so pleased with all three, which included Maridell, that they ap-

proved changes to allow three trustees to come on. So, congratula�ons to Maridell.   

     It is important that all TRTA members know that the Texas Re�red Teachers Founda�on is a non-profit 

501(c)3 dedicated to helping ac�ve and re�red educators with their financial needs.  There are several pro-

grams designed for these purposes.  Check the website for special programs and methods to donate.  The 

website is www.tr..org 

     The website has become much more user friendly.  During the pandemic, it is an easy way to donate and 

meet the needs of those so severely affected by this situa�on.  The most recent request for funds brought in 

close to $200,000.  For some, these dona�ons have become a good way to memorialize or honor former col-

leagues by giving a named gi5.  Dona�ons may be designated to one of the programs or sent to the general 

fund and used where they are most needed.   

     There is also a new and exci�ng ini�a�ve to do virtual or online tutoring for students that have not met 

their academic goals.  If you might have an interest in par�cipa�ng in such a program, you can get addi�onal 

informa�on when the program launches on the TRTF website.  You would need to enter “online tutoring” in 

the search box. 

     Your generosity helps many re�red teachers as well as ac�ve and beginning teachers.  It has been so valu-

able for those recipients of the “Helping Hands” programs as well as all the other programs such as Class-

room Assistance Grants, Beginning Teacher Scholarships, and Disaster Relief Fund.    

     Please con�nue to be generous, and thank you for your support.   

                                                         Martha Kallus, Outgoing Liaison for TRTF 

October 15, 2020 

Dear MARSP Members,      

  I hope this newsle'er finds you in good health.  I have managed to create a hoarder’s kitchen. My com-

puter takes up half the round breakfast table with the printer right behind the monitor.  I use the bay win-

dows in front of me to check out the bird popula�on and who is squabbling with whom and where their 

nests are and how many chicks have been born.  My social life has shrunk to babysi.ng my son’s elderly 

Yorkie, Lillie, stacking and shuffling papers, and of course minding the birds’ lives.  

     A2er watching television and seeing all the lines, I decided that I needed to start exercising some of the 

senior benefits to which we are en�tled.  I signed up this year for an absentee ballot and discovered the 

joy of bubbling in my choices and hand delivering the ballot to the elec�on office.  I hope that all of you 

are vo�ng and/or have a plan to vote.   

     Tim Lee, our TRTA Execu�ve Director, has sent an email with instruc�ons on how to download the 

TRTA app.  PLEASE CHECK IT OUT.  It makes contac�ng the state office so much easier and finding infor-

ma�on and forms a breeze.  Fall conference is happening October 20 at 10:00.  I know it will be virtual, 

but I am not sure how it will be coming. 

      I miss seeing all of you and hearing how you and your families are doing.  November is Founda�on 

month.  I know Martha Kallus is wri�ng an ar�cle for the dona�ons, and Kathy Favor will be addressing 

the dona�ons for the Scholarship.  We have split the membership up, and each of the Board members has 

approximately 10 folks to call and check in with you.  If you need assistance of any kind, please call us.  

This pandemic has isolated us and we need to be sure that we are all helping one another.  My number is 

432-413-6627.   

   Mary Smith,  MARSP President    Don’t forget to vote!!!!! 



Volunteer Hours  for SEPTEMBER 

Name:______________________________ 

Number of Hours:____________________ 

EXERCISE for SEPTEMBER 

Name:_____________________________ 

YES I EXERCISED__________________ 

WEBINARS FOR NEW INSURANCE 

 The Program Committee members had planned to have a speaker from TRS or United to  

bring us information concerning the new health insurance which will begin on January 1, 2021. 

Since the insurance will start before we have in-person meetings, this would be a perfect time to 

sign up for one of the insurance webinars offered by TRS.  These webinars will offer valuable infor-

mation and allow you to ask questions.  You should have received information concerning the webi-

nars in an earlier email or by snail mail from TRS. 

     We are still trying to meet our goal for book donations for the 2020 Children’s Book Project.  We 

have collected around 1200 books so far, but the deadline for the book project is December 31, 

2020.We still need around 1000 books to meet our goal.  If you have some children’s books you 

would like to donate, please contact Barbara Stooksberry or Joyce Watts.  We will be happy to 

come by and pick up the donations.  We will also accept monetary donations which will allow us 

to purchase books from different vendors.  If you would like to make a monetary donation, you can 

mail it to Barbara or Joyce, or call us to pick up your donation.  Your help with this worthy project is 

much appreciated!  

                                                                      Barbara Stooksberry and Joyce Watts,  Book Chairmen 

 ASSOCIATION  MEMBER  BENEFITS 

Enrollment has begun for Dental insurance from Texas Retired Teachers Association.   

♦ Freedom to use any dentist—no network required!! 

♦ Cleanings and exams are covered twice per calendar year with NO deductible 

♦ All other covered procedures have a one-time $75 calendar-year deductible per person 

♦ Dental Rewards enable your $1500 Calendar Year Maximum to grow to $2,750. 

ADD VISION FOR $11.94 A MONTH WITH ADDITIONAL RATES FOR FAMILY 

*Vision exams covered every 12 months (copays apply) 

*Lenses covered every 12 months (copays apply) 

*Frames covered every 24 months up to $150 (copays apply) 

*Contact lens exam (instead of glasses ) covered every 12 months. 

TO LEARN MORE OR ENROLL NOW, CALL AMBA AT 1-877-810-6336 

   

         MASA 

   MEDICAL AIR SERVICE ASSOCIATION 

     Since 1974 with over 1.5 million members 

             MASA BENEFITS:  

        Ground Ambulance 

               Helicopter ambulance’ 

    Fixed wing air ambulance 

    Vehicle return 

    Mortal remains return 

    Minor children/grandchildren 

    Return transport home 

    Spouse /companion return 

    Many more benefits 

Emergency ground and air transportation can cost thousands of dollars and is often not covered by traditional health insurance.  
MASA provides coverage while you are home or when you are traveling worldwide.  The MASA plan endorsed by TRTA can help 
prevent high dollar expenses.  For more information, contact AMBA at 800-258-7041. 

                                                                                                                                                                 Lyn Fishman, Benefits 
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MIDLAND ASSOCIATION OF RETIRED SCHOOL PERSONNEL 

 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE   BOARD MEETING 

                                        September 17, 2020 

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 by the newly elected President Mary Smith via Zoom. The presi-
dent thanked the officers for agreeing to serve on the board. 

President Smith informed the board an October newsletter will be published and all articles are due to Joyce 
by October 15th. Her email is joyce.whitley@gmail.com. 

President’s Report 

A.      The Fall Conference will be held October 20, 2020 at 10:00 via Zoom. 

B.      Secretary will record “No Meeting Held” in minutes. 

C.      The Proposed Budget for 2020-2021 will be the same budget that was proposed for the 
year      2019-2020. 

D.      President Mary Smith will write an article reminding members about voting. 

E.       The Legislature will use zoom meetings. 

F.       April 7, 2021 is Rally Day: 56 members can attend Rally Day. 

Officer Report: 

a.       First Vice- Presidents- Debbie Jordan presented the current membership count as of Sep-
tember 8, 2020 is 221, and picked up 6 members off the retiree list. An article concerning mem-
bership will be in the newsletter. 

b.      Creation of a Telephone Tree was discussed. ( e.g. take a list of names using the names 
from the membership year book and a standard message : thinking about you/how can we help 
you) 

c.       Second Vice-President- Joyce Watts reported the speakers indicated they would come 
when the we are ready to resume meetings in January 2021. 

d.      Book Report: Currently 450 books have been delivered and 1,241 have been collected as of 
9/16/2020. Books have been bought and delivered to the Soup Kitchen and $23.00 is left to pur-
chase more books. 

e.      Secretary- Minutes will be emailed to Joyce Whitley. 

f.        Treasurer-The proposed budget for 2020-2021 was discussed and accepted. All request 
/reimbursement forms should be sent to Eileen Corley. (Save all receipts) 

Committee Chairman Reports: 

                Friendship-Patti Watson will write a blurb indicating cards sent out and can use more Thinking of 
  You and Sympathy cards. 

                Community Volunteer Service-Helen Whitehead. Mail volunteer hours or email hours to Helen /or 
  Nancy Young. 

                Reservations- Anita Patton will check with First Baptist to see if it is open to outside use. 

                Scholarship- Kathy Favor will write a blurb requesting donations for the Scholarship Fund. 

                Foundation-President Smith will ask Martha Kallus to write a blurb about the Foundation. 

                Technology Contact-Mike Landrum will email webinar information concerning the new insurance. 
  Mike also reminded the group if email or address are changed, please send him the change.  

     Meeting was adjourned at 10:50a.m. and closed with a prayer.  

        Nancy Ashley, Secretary 
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Keep up with the happenings in Austin for Re-
tired Educators.   

Go to http://www.trta.org and click the Inside 
Line icon like the one above. Then follow the di-
rections. 

The TRTA Call Your Legislator Hotline:  

1-888-674-3788  

TRTA Legislative Hotline:  

1-877-880-1651  

 
MARSP  SCHOLARSHIP 

 

      It is hard to believe that we are into Fall!  I hope all of you are doing well!  We 

hope that you will consider making a donation this year to the MARSP Scholarship 

Fund.  Normally, you would have a chance to give a few dollars at each meeting.  However, since 

we are not currently meeting, won’t you help make a difference in some future teacher’s life by 

sending a check in the mail?  Our goal is to raise $1500 for our yearly scholarship, which will be 

awarded in the summer of 2021. You can request that your donation be in memory of someone or 

in honor of someone.  I will send an acknowledgement card to the family or individual.  If you can 

make a donation now, please send me the information with your check to Kathy Favor, 2512 Cas-

tleford RD, Midland, TX 79705. 

     Lately, we have had difficulty reaching our goal, and if that continues, we may have to lower the 

amount of our scholarship.  Please don’t let that happen this year!    

Also, over the past few years, we have had only a few students apply for this scholarship.  If you 

have a relative or a mentee who is pursuing a degree to be a teacher, please encourage that per-

son to apply for the scholarship. The due date for the application has not yet been set, but it will be 

sometime in June 2020.  You can call me at 432-682-1949 if you have any questions. 

Thank you for your consideration, and our entire membership will appreciate your generosity. 

 

                 Kathy Favor—Scholarship Chairperson 

CARDS  TO  MEMBERS 

Cards going out from MARSP since the last 

newsletter include sympathy cards to Cindy 

Truitt upon the death of her mother, Bobby 

and Lois Templeton at the loss of their son Brian, Kar-

ron Pearson on the death of her nephew Aaron, the fam-

ily of Barbara Young upon her death, and Nancy Doss 

on the death of her father-in-law. If you know  anyone 

who would appreciate a card, you may contact Patti 

Watson at pnw1000@gmail.com or call her at 432-697-

1170.  If you have any sympathy cards or get well cards 

that you are not going to use, you may give them to 

Patti for her to use.   

OCTOBER 2020 HEALTH TIPS 
As the pandemic continues, remember the one thing you can control is YOURSELF.    
Two of your SIX WORD STORIES should be “Stick to a schedule each day” and 

“Practice random acts of kindness often.” 
 
You CAN control:   

∗  how you spend your time; 
∗  with whom you spend time; 
∗  how you care for yourself and your family;  
∗  what you spend your money on; 
∗  the food you eat; 
∗  how well you follow safety precautions; 
∗  going to bed at the same time each night; 
∗  talking to yourself using the third person point of view. 

 
Nancy Young, Health and Wellness 

You CANNOT control: 
• when there will be a safe vaccine 

or cure for Covid19; 
• when someone you know or love 

will become ill; 
• when you or someone you love 

will need to quarantine. 
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